COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the monthly meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 30th July 2002 there were present:-

Councillors
Mrs. J. A. Marrott, Deputy Mayor





Mrs. G. A. Camp





Dr. J. J. Camp





Mrs. M. S. Cox





Mr. C. T. Elsmore





Mr. C. Lusty





Mr. M. S. Morgan





Mr. P. A. Morgan





Miss. M. J. Shallcross





Mr. G. Sindrey





Mr. M. T. Weston



County Councillor Mr. P. Chamberlain

APOLOGIES for absence were received from Councillor’s Mr. A. M. Lacey, Mayor, Mr. C. P. Kay and P. C. Rob Dix, Gloucestershire Constabulary.

The minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 25th June 2002 having been circulated were taken as read and signed by the Deputy Mayor, acting Chairman, as correct.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor C. Lusty declared an interest in Minute No. 87 regarding ‘Crisis in Africa Appeal’ Stall.  Councillor Lusty took no part in discussions.

MR. BILL CRONIN FODDC – CONSULTATION ON THE DRAFT CONSERVATION AREA CHARACTER APPRAISAL
Chairman Mrs J. A. Marrott, Deputy Mayor, introduced Mr. Bill Cronin, FODDC who proceeded to give a presentation to members.

Mr. Cronin thanked members for the opportunity to update the Town Council on the Coleford Conservation Area Character Appraisal.

The present Coleford Conservation area was designated in 1980, and comprises a tightly drawn boundary covering the historic core of the town largely based on a probable medieval street plan of roads converging on the central Market Place.  The majority of existing buildings, based on frontage detail, are of 18th to 19th century construction, but some probably have considerably older fabric embedded within the overall structure, whilst others will have partially or completely replaced earlier buildings on the same site.

Within the conservation area are some 17 listed building entries, covering 21 separate properties.  Although not within the present conservation area, the Parish Church of St. John is a dominant feature in an adjoining part of the town that started to be developed as a separate entity from the 1860’s.

The statutory definition of a conservation area is ‘an area of special architectural or historic interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance.’

The principal aims of the appraisal are intended to define what influences have given Coleford it’s particular character, what chiefly reflects this character and is most worth conserving, what has suffered damage or loss and may need reinstating, what should be considered in guiding future changes, what visual features particularly need safeguarding and what existing or potential resources may be available to maintain character and assist enhancement.

The initial public consultation period will last from 29th July to 6th September 2002.  Within this timescale there will be letters sent out to all residents and consultees on the 5/6th August.  There will be a press release issued on the 5th August.  A public meeting is scheduled to take place at the Community Centre on the 30th August.   There will also be an exhibition in the foyer of the District Council Offices.

The consultation period ends on the 6th September and the final report should be ready by the 3rd October 2002.

Chairman Mrs. J. A. Marrott thanked Mr. Cronin for coming to the meeting.

POLICE REPORT

The Clerk informed members that there would be no police representative at the monthly meeting as P. C. Dix was on annual leave and unfortunately there was no one else available to attend the meeting.

Councillor Mr. C. Elsmore voiced his concern over this and made members aware that he thought that there should have been someone else available to attend the meeting.

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT SHOWN ON THE AGENDA
70(a).
GCC/HALCROW CONSULTATION BRIEF/PHASE 3
Councillor Mr. M. T. Weston asked if the Council had received a letter from Mr. Pat Bolter.  The Clerk confirmed that correspondence had been received and read the letter to members.  Many Traders in the Market Place, Coleford were concerned over the two further options – 7(a) and 8.  The traders find the plans quite unacceptable and wish to be consulted and included in steps to produce a ninth option.

After much discussion, Members suggested that the Town Council and the Chamber of Trade work together to produce a ninth option to submit to GCC/Halcrow.  The current options were unacceptable, especially the proposed narrowing of Newland Street, which was already narrow enough.  Councillor P. A. Morgan suggested that temporary ‘cheeses’ be positioned in Newland Street as a trial to see what will happen if indeed the proposals are introduced.

Resolved:  The Clerk to write to the Chamber of Trade to arrange a suitable meeting date.
70(b).
THE COLEFORD PARTNERSHIP – MCTi – UPDATE/STATUS OF PARTNERSHIP

Councillor Mrs. M. Cox reported on the partnership event, which took place on Saturday 27th July 2002.  The event was headed up Coleford 2020 Vision and was held in the Wye Dean Car Sales building on the High Street in Coleford.  The event was staged in conjunction with ‘Dancing Through the Dean’


The event generated multiple ideas and there are also leaflets still waiting to be received.  The drop-off point for the leaflets is the Library.  Comments have been varied and hopefully it won’t be too long before the results are forthcoming. 


Councillor Cox thanked the Coleford Project team for setting up their exhibition, special thanks went to Janet Marrott, Clare Ham and Steve Carney.


There will be other opportunities for the public to give their views and ideas, as Roadshows will be visiting parishes around Coleford.


70(c).
MEETING WITH INSPECTOR DESBOIS 8TH JULY 2002 – MEMBERS REPORT

The meeting with Inspector Desbois went well with a lot of ongoing issues raised.  The Inspector acknowledged that policing manpower was limited, but would do everything he could to make the Police more visible amongst the public.


Parking was a main issue, The One Stop Shop on the High Street being a particular problem.


Councillor Marrott thanked Councillor Sindrey for the list of questions he had submitted in his absence.  

70(d).
THE COLEFORD PROJECT – UPDATE ON MOSAICS

Councillor Mrs. J. A. Marrott told members that the acid etching had been carried out on Tuesday 16th July, by Mr. Andrew Wheatley of Ashland Resources.


‘Tortus’ readings were taken before and after carrying out the work in both wet and dry conditions, and Councillor Marrott was shown copies of the readings.  As the work was paid for by H & R Johnson’s, a copy of the report would be forwarded on to the company and also copies sent to the Town Council for insurance purposes.

70(e).
PARISH NEWSLETTER – WORKING PARTY REPORT

Councillors M. Cox, C. Lusty and G. Sindrey met on 1st July 2002 to discuss the possibilities and aims of producing a Parish Newsletter.  Several options were discussed and the report from the meeting was circulated to members for information.


The initial cost was estimated to be £1000, and the Council would have to find funds from a suitable budget heading.


Resolved:  Allowances to be made in Budget 2003/2004 to produce newsletter in early April in readiness for the elections in May 2003

70(f).
DANCING THROUGH THE DEAN – REPORT

Councillor Miss. M. Shallcross reported to members on the ‘Dancing Through The Dean’ event which took place simultaneously in Coleford Town Centre and across the other Forest Towns of Cinderford, Lydney and Newent on Saturday 27th July.


The event overall was a huge success with the public and dancers alike expressing their delight, although attendance was less than expected which was the same across the four towns.  Miss Shallcross thanked Councillor Mrs. Janet Marrott for her organisation and time spent in making the event such a success.  Thanks also went to Councillors Clive Elsmore, Mike Lacey and Chris Lusty for their help, which was greatly appreciated.


Mr. Bath, whose company constructed the stage for Coleford, has kindly donated the labour and is only charging for materials.  The stage now remains the property of the Town Council.  Also, Clive Hinton has kindly donated his time for work carried out over the weekend and will not be submitting an invoice.


SmithKline Beecham kindly donated 660 bottles of soft drinks for the dancers, which was greatly appreciated.


It was hoped that the same could be repeated next year.

71.

LOCAL DEMOCRACY WEEK 14TH – 18TH OCTOBER

OPEN DAY -  FODDC THURSDAY 17th OCTOBER

A local democracy week is taking place between 14th – 18th October 2002.  In this week the FODDC are holding an open day on Thursday 17th October.


It was suggested that the Town Council have an open day, with Councillors being available to answer questions from the public.


Resolved:  The Clerk to contact Tony Wisdom FODDC to enquire as to the Town Council having an open day to coincide with the District Council.

72.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE LORRY WATCH SCHEME

The Clerk informed members that she had met with Tony Freeman to discuss the requirements of the Lorry Watch Scheme.  The matter was discussed at much length and the question was raised as to the legality of the forms, which needed to be completed.


Resolved:  Members decided that the Town Council did not wish to participate in the scheme as this time.  The Clerk to write to Tony Freeman, advising him accordingly.

73.
FODDC – CREATION OF A HACKNEY STAND

A letter was read out from the FODDC who have received a request to create a Hackney Carriage Stand in Coleford.


Although it is understood that the feasibility study for Coleford Town Centre will be considering the inclusion of a stand, the outcome of the study is not likely to be decided upon for two to three years.


It is therefore proposed as a temporary measure to create a stand in the loading bay outside Fairway Furnishings, which could be used outside the loading bay restriction hours, i.e. 6.30pm to 8.00am.


Resolved:  Members supported the idea.  The Clerk to respond by letter to FODDC.

74.
FODDC – DELEGATION OF PLANNING DECISIONS

A letter had been received from Jim Stewart, FODDC, regarding Delegation of Planning Decisions.  This matter has been considered in the light of requests from another local council.  The FODDC have decided that they will not be delegating decision making at present, but if circumstances change it would be reconsidered.

75.
GAPTC – VACANCY ON THE COUNTY COMMITTEE (LYDNEY AREA)
The Clerk read out to members a letter, which had been received from Richard Belliss – GAPTC.  The letter informs of a vacancy on the GAPTC County Committee – Lydney area. The opportunity to nominate was put forward but no members were interested in submitting their name.  It was felt that a representative from Lydney and area would be more suitable.

76.
FODDC – TRAINING FOR PARISH COUNCILLORS

The Clerk read out to members a letter from L. J. Harding – FODDC.  There are to be some training seminars – dates to be arranged – covering the ‘Code of Conduct and Prejudicial Interests’.  Training is open to all members and Clerks of Parish and Town Councils.  


The Cost to each Parish Council will be £100.  Confirmation is requested for intention to participate prior to D. C. proceeding with the training.


Resolved:  Members expressed their interest in attending the seminars.  The Clerk to enquire that £100 fee is per Council and not per delegate.  

77.
PLANS
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 16th July having 

been previously circulated were accepted as true record, and the recommendations agreed accordingly.

Applicant


Proposals


Recommendations

DF270/5/F (P869/02)

Erection of a sun room.

No Objections

Mr R Lewis,

6 Orchard Road,

Coleford.

DF12382 (P870/02)

Alterations and extension

No Objections

Mr & Mrs D Turner,

to dwelling.

Evedon,

Old Road,

Coalway.

DF9624/D (P886/02)

Alterations and extension

No Objections

Mr R Parsons,


to dwelling.

10 Walnut Tree Close,

Coalway.

DF7231/A (P880/02)

Alterations and extension 

No Objections

Mr & Mrs Berrow,

to dwelling.

Toad Cottage,

Union Road,

Coleford.

DF2857/C (P885/02)

Siting of a portakabin for

No Objections

KWT Coaches,


office use associated with 

Site at: -



existing coach business.

Station Road,


(Retrospective).

Milkwall.

DF10702/B (P899/02)

Alterations and extension 

No Objections

Mr C Jones,


to dwelling.

Rose Cottage,

Prosper Lane,

Coalway.

Applicant


Proposals


Recommendations

DF12164/A (P890/02)

Erection of a detached dormer
Objection to 2 accesses

Mr & Mrs Wiggins,

bungalow with attached private
onto a forest track within very

Land Adjoining: -

car garage.  Alterations to

close siting of each other

White Lodge,


vehicular access.


and on a bend.

Bixhead Walk,






Site visit requested.

Broadwell.

DF4942/A (P903/02)

Erection of a detached double
Objection.  No access shown to

Mr P Woodward,


private car garage with workshop 
garage on plan.  Access off 

29 Woodgate Road,

above.  Alterations to 

difficult level.  Turning space 

Mile End.


vehicular access.


needed to avoid prevailing









difficulties.

78.
LIGHTING – MUSHET WALKWAY
The Council has received a quotation via Bath Builders Ltd for the supply of two lanterns to be fitted at either end of the Mushet Walk way.

The approximate cost for one lantern would be £500.00 but this does not include fitting.  The second lantern is being purchased by Clive Bath.

Members raised concerns regarding the wattage of the lamps being powerful enough to illuminate the walkway effectively.

Resolved:  The Clerk to contact Gordon Jones of Halcrow to ascertain if wattage suitable.

79.   GCC ST. BRIAVELS – COLEFORD – LYDNEY SERVICE – CHANGE OF OPERATOR
The Clerk informed members that the St. Briavels – Coleford – Lydney bus service, currently operated by Willetts Coaches would be taken over by Dukes Travel on 3rd August 2002.  The service number also changes from W16 to 716.

80.       DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH – CARE DIRECT
The Town Council has been sent a newsletter giving information about CAREdirect.  CAREdirect is a new service being developed by the Department of Health in partnership with Local Councils, for people aged 60 years and over and their carers and relatives.

CAREdirect was launched in Gloucestershire in October 2001, as one of six pilots in the South West of England.  It is intended that CAREdirect is rolled out nationally over the next four years.  The Newsletter outlines the progress of the scheme in Gloucestershire over the last six months and the development of the scheme generally.  The newsletter will be published twice yearly.

81.    COALWAY COMMUNITY INFANT SCHOOL – THANKYOU        
The Clerk read out a thankyou letter from Coalway Community Infant School thanking the Town Council for their generosity in providing the 50% funding for the Jubilee Mugs presented to the children.

The parents and children were very appreciative of the mugs and were pleased to see the Queen’s Golden Jubilee marked in this way.

82.   ST.JOHNS C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL – THANKYOU LETTER
The Clerk read out a thankyou letter from St. Johns School thanking the Town Council for their generosity in providing the 50% funding for the Jubilee mugs for each pupil.  The mugs were really appreciated by the children.

Thanks also went to Councillors A. M. Lacey, Mayor and Mrs. G. A. Camp for giving up their time to go to the school and present the mugs.

83. MRS. LUSTY – REQUEST PERMISSION TO USE CLOCK TOWER AREA FOR THE ERECTION OF CHARITY STALL
The Clerk read out a letter from Mrs. Lusty to request permission to hold a stall on the tump in Coleford on Thursday 8th August from 8am – 12pm.

The stall is to help raise funds for the ‘Crisis in Africa Appeal’.

Resolved:  Permission granted.

84. ANGUS BUCHANAN VC RECREATION GROUND – LETTER FROM CHAIRMAN – S. BAKER
The Clerk read out a letter to members from Stuart Baker, Chairman of the Angus Buchanan VC Recreation Ground.  The letter states that the committee is commissioning a sign for the park to explain the voluntary nature of their work.  Mr Baker is requesting if the Town Council telephone number could be put on the sign as a contact for the public to report any matters.

Resolved:  Members suggested that the Linkline number at the FODDC would be more appropriate as it is a 24 hours a day 7 days a week helpline.  The Clerk to reply to Mr. Baker to that effect.

85.       MILE END BUS STOP MEETING – GCC
A letter has been received from Passenger Transport, GCC giving details of two new bus stops in Mile End.  Neil Maxfield from Forest Division at Cannop will have the poles erected as soon as possible.

86.       MEMBERS REPORTS
Councillor M. S. Morgan reported to members that the securing of headstones has commenced once again at Coleford Cemetery and that the rubbish has been removed.

Councillor C. Lusty reported that he had attended an Angus Buchanan meeting.  There were concerns raised over fields, which had been rented out to a local farmer. Camping had taken place, resulting in mess and damage.  The fields were previously used for livestock but animals had been shot at with pellet guns.

Councillor Sindrey told members that there had also been vandalism at St. Johns School.  Members asked that a letter be sent to Inspector Desbois outlining the problems.

Councillor C. Elsmore reported to members that an Offstead report had been completed on Coalway Junior School.  The school came out excellent overall, and attendance is satisfactory.

Councillor Mrs. G. A. Camp reported to members that she had attended a Bream Health Forum meeting.  Gloucestershire County Ambulance representatives gave a talk on the restructuring of the Ambulance service and stations.  Ambulances are starting to become semi-mobile for quicker response times, the closure of stations is not imminent.  

Councillor M. T. Weston told members that he was not impressed at being given 1 1/2 hours notice by the FODDC for a recent Street Warden Meeting.  The turn out was very poor, but despite this it was very constructive.

Councillor Weston also asked if it was correct that Welsh Water had undergone a change of ownership.  The recent warm weather has resulted in more smells emanating from the Whitecliff Brook area.  Mr. Weston also informed members that the entrance to the quarry had been completed.

Councillor Mrs. J. A. Marrott reported to members on the recent Market Towns Forum meeting that she had attended on the 25th July 2002.

The meeting encompassed both the Annual General meeting and the normal general meeting. At the AGM, Councillor Marrott was nominated and elected as the second Forest of Dean Board member, Mrs. Val Hobman being the other representative.

The general meeting took place after the AGM and a forum was held on the ongoing effects of foot and mouth. .  The meeting agreed to study the effects of the centralisation of the Emergency services call lines, and it was also agreed that member towns would be asked to look at Magistrates Courts with a view to a Forum on this at the next meeting.

Councillor M. T. Weston left the meeting at 8.55pm.

Members resolved to extend the meeting until 9.10pm.

87.       IN COMMITTEE REPORTS
Audit - Annual Return

The Clerk asked members to confirm that they had received copies of the Annual Return for inspection.

Members were asked to accept the following statements as a requirement of the Annual Return Form.


Section 1 – The Statement of Accounts

I certify that the accounts contained in this annual return present fairly the financial position of the Council, are consistent with the underlying financial records and have been prepared on an income and expenditure basis.

Section 2 – Statement of Assurance

We acknowledge as the members of Coleford Town Council, our responsibility for the preparation of the accounts and confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with respect to the Council’s accounts for the year ended 31st March that:

1. We have approved the accounts which have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 1996 and proper accounting practice.

2. We have maintained an adequate system of internal control, including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud and corruption.

3. We have taken all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that there are no matters of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, regulations and codes of practice which could have a significant financial effect on the ability of the council to conduct its business or on its finances.

4. We have carried out an assessment of the risks facing the council and taken appropriate steps to manage those risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or external insurance cover where required.

5. We have appointed an internal auditor who is both competent and who has acted independently from influence by the council.

6. We have taken what we consider to be appropriate action on all matters raised in previous reports from the internal and external auditors.

7. We have provided proper opportunity for the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 1996.

8. We are not aware of any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during or after the end of the financial year being reported, other than those included in the accounts.

Resolved: To accept.  The Clerk was instructed to obtain the signature of the Chairman Mr. Lacey and forward the accounts to District Audit.

88. ACCOUNTS
1701 FODDC – office rates






109.00

1702 Shane R Ball – flowers






178.67

1703 G E Capital Equipment Finance Ltd – new copier


260.00

1704 Rees Electrical & Son – KGV





569.87

1705 RBS Accounting Solutions – Y/E shutdown



346.62

1706 RBS Software Solutions – payroll preparation



  52.88

1707 E Heal & Sons – emptying bins Coleford Cemetery


  35.25

1708 British Gas – office






  64.01

1709 OfficeStar Group Ltd – stationery




  47.09

1710 FODDC – Mile End Cemetery




          1607.50

1711 Xerox Finance – photocopier





113.39

1712 E Heal & Sons – grave digging





725.00

1713 H Gane 








942.52

1714 C Wilkins







433.27

1715 S A Pritchard (incl. cleaning)




          1209.93

1716 GCC – Pensions







397.05

1717 Inland Revenue







  84.12

1718 Dean Forest Studios – St Johns School – Jubilee Mugs Presentation
  35.25

1719 Petty Cash







  75.00

1720 Wye Waste – skip hire






101.87

1721 npower – under floor lighting (Nov 01 – May 02)


267.71

1722 British Telecom – fax to 11/07/02




114.01

1723 H & H Associates Ltd – Norton Anti Virus for computers

  23.00

1724 All Seasons Garden Care – Repairs to cemetery fence etc.

165.00

1725 Adrian Marshall – Computer repairs and software installation

  45.00

1726 PJ & PD Adams Grasscutting




          1586.29

1727 British Telecom – office telephone to 11/07/02


165.96

1728 Mrs. J. Marrott – travelling expenses GMTF Stroud


  31.61

1729 Office Star – headed paper and stationery



166.85

1730 St. John Ambulance – Dancing Through the Dean


  25.00

1731 Image – Dancing Through the Dean




  70.50

1732 The Crusty Loaf – Dancing Through the Dean



100.00

1733 Adam Scott – Dancing Through the Dean



  11.20

1734 M. Jones – P.A for Dancing Through the Dean



150.00

1735 Mrs. J. Marrott – reimbursement re: DTTD



  79.99




  Moving Tales £70.00

                                      Maddocks £9.99

INCOME

High Interest Account

10/07/02  Gross Credit Interest





204.78

29/07/02  Norwich Union Dividend





  12.13

Current Account

01/07/02  VAT Refund





          6113.33

08/07/02   CAB Rent 01/07/02 – 30/09/02




950.00

11/07/02  Ernest Heal & Sons (Johns)




  40.00

25/07/02  Ernest Heal & Sons (Brown, Smith, Wells, Wilks, Aston)
418.00

There being no other business the meeting was closed at 9.10pm.
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